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Good communications are a vital element to a 

Country both at war and in peace. 
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Gathering Intelligence and intercepting enemy 

communications, would enable you to know 

their plans in advance, and give you an strategic 

advantage.

Both sides know this, so important 

information and messages are sent in a format 

that hopefully can only be understood by your 

own side.
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16–18 Queen Anne's Gate, London
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Sketch of a 

butterfly by Lord 

Baden-Powell
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But most communications are sent as text which 

required some form of encryption by a cypher

Encrypted letter written by Mary Queen of Scots.



7

A leap forward in communications came with the 

invention of telegraph and Morse code in the 

1840’s.

But this was not much use to mobile Military 

forces or ships at sea.
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Everything changed with the invention of wireless 

communications, in 1895, by Marconi. 

Still using Morse 

Code, the Royal Navy 

started installing 

wireless sets on their 

ships before 1900.



THE GREAT WAR (1914 – 1918)
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Zimmermann Telegram. 
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Government Code & Cypher School 

(GC&CS) formed in 1919 based in London at 

Watergate House.

Alastair 

Denniston - 

first head of 

GC&CS
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BLETCHLEY PARK



14

ENIGMA
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LORENZ  
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BLETCHLEY PARK HUTS
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BREAKING THE ENIGMA  CODE

Polish Codebreakers
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ALAN TURING
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THE BOMBE
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BLETCHLEY PARK BLOCKS
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BREAKING THE  LORENZ CODE

TUNNY – Block F.

Bill Tutte
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HEATH ROBINSON – Block H

Max Newman
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COLOSSUS – Block H

Tommy Flowers
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