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How Our Generation knew Music
Even in our lifetime, we have seen a revolution in the way we access Music 

- typically we all grew up with physical media
- records, tapes, CDs/DVDs

• We’ve now turned to “connected”  access mode
- easy access to internet and a variety of devices has moved us online 
- this has moved us away from physical media
- also facilitated by the use of mobile devices 
- mobile phones being key

• Lots of relatively inexpensive music services has contributed to this trend.
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How Our Generation knew Music
The move is what could be called analogue physical media to digital
physical media to on-demand digital music
Physical Media

Analogue Media
Shellac    - 1894  78rpm  
Vinyl        - 1948 (33 1/3 rpm  & 45 rpm)
Tapes      - 1930  Reel to reel
Cassettes - 1963  C60 & C90
8-track     - 1964   
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How Our Generation knew Music
The move is what could be called analogue physical media to digital
physical media to on-demand digital music
Physical Media

Digital Media
Compact Disc (CD)    - 1982
Digital Audio Tape (DAT) - 1987
mp3                             - 1990   bought over the internet (no physical ownership)   
Mini Disc                    - 1992 

All these improved quality (HiFi)  with less noise & ease of copy
All facilitated by the rise of the wireless devices (mp3 players, phones, tablets,
Computers and lately, voice assistants – Alexa)
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A survey shows how the generations get their music
Music Usage  – Gen Z

Gen Z (<25yrs) (>35 yrs)
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Music Management Trends
In the same survey, the trend to streaming music is clearly age dependent
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UK’s Favourite Music Streaming  Platforms



Best hits

Music Streaming Considerations
To make any choice of music streaming services, there are a number of considerations :

- what types of music are you interesting in – some sites are genre specific ( eg classical)
-audio quality – some services claim HiFi sound BUT make sure your device and your 
ears can deliver this level of quality. Note: HiFi will cost more
-compatibility with your device – e.g. Apple Music is easier to manage for those
with an Apple devices ( although music on Apple devices can be streamed via
Bluetooth)

- Do you want playlists to allow the service to suggest similar artists similar to play
- Assess monthly cost/quantity of music library/ease of service and compatibility to your 

device(s)

- Always look for and use the free trial option to see if the service meets your requirements
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Top Music Services – in no particular order
Spotify (£9.99/month or free with ads):

- Great way to access music with a large music library of >82 million tracks plus 2.2 million podcasts.
- Excellent device compatibility and noted for new music discovery algorithms, which compile

excellent weekly playlists tailored to your music tastes. You get ads in the free version but are not that intrusive.
- Quality is good enough at CD-quality (320 kbps) but a Spotify HiFi has been promised since 2021

Apple Music (£10.99/month):
- Aimed at Apple device users but there is an Android App and iTunes for Windows (which can organise your music) 
- Library of >100 million tracks but podcasts in a separate app. 
- Quality is better than Spotify delivering Lossless rendering of music.
- Excellent at playlists which can include your own music. Also provides useful recommendations.

Tidal ( Premium £9.99/month & HiFi £19.99/month)
- Great for the audiophiles as this offers the best HiFi quality music (CD quality for the premium)
- Over 70 million tracks plus 250k videos, no podcasts, good playlists but Spotify is better.
- It’s billed as being artist-owned. This means it gets a better deal for musicians, paying them higher than many 

services per stream.
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Top Music Services – in no particular order
Amazon Music HD (Amazon Free, Unlimited £8.99 with prime or £10.99/month):
- Amazon Music HD Unlimited is a high quality service like Tidal (but better value). It’s Music Unlimited subscribers get 
to upgrade to the HiFi quality for free And have access to >100 million songs with 2 million songs available on the Free 
account and for Alexa users.
- Has a good selection of playlists and includes podcasts. Prime also include videos.  

Deezer (Free with ads or Premium £11.99/month):
- Library of >90 million tracks with personalised mixes and playlists. 
- Quality in premium is Hi Fidelity and CD quality in the free account.
- Interface is a little sterile not as intuitive as Spotify or apple.  

YouTube Music (free with ads or Premium at £9.99/month):
- Youtube does have a music offerering as well as the famous video channel which is mainly music video 
- You Tube Music is unique in offering the ability to upload 100,000 user owned songs to play from Google cloud

services in addition to >100 million songs the service provides. No podcasts, this is a different service.
- Service provides decent audio quality at 256 kbps.

Lots of options – remember to use free trials
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Managing Music Resources
Sound Quality:
Sound quality is important but very user dependent. If high sound quality is key then careful
selection of equipment and service is needed. Some earphones might restrict the range of
frequencies (i.e. bass) however, there are quality earphones that can do an excellent job of
reproducing the frequencies you might want and provide an immersive experience

Note that Bluetooth transmission can reduce sound quality.

Managing music libraries and streaming services:
If you have an extensive music collection you may be faced with finding a solution that would allow
you play songs on various devices and access streaming services.

It might be worth starting by converting physical media to mp3 files that can be used via sticks or SD 
cards in a car stereo for example. Or your collection on a phone connected to the car via Bluetooth.  



Spotify  Some Detail
Discover

• Launched 2006 in Sweden and opened it’s Free service in the UK in 2010
• Now the most popular Music Streaming Service with 515 million monthly 

users of which 210 million are paying subscribers

• Go to www.spotify.com – create a free account 
• Then either download the software & install or use via a web browser

• Free version with ads ( my experience is 2 ads every 15 minutes) 
• Premium £9.99/month (3 month trial available)

• The following overview may look different depending on your device



Spotify  Sign up for an Account
Discover

Sign up for a free account

I don’t recommend using your Google or Facebook details to create an account

And don’t forget that you don’t need to give correct details



Spotify  Download
Discover



Spotify  Download
Discover

In the top menu, click on the Download
And you’ll get this screen.

Click on the Download button in the middle.

Then run the downloaded application to install 



Popular songs

Demo

Library
Search
Create Playlist 



Best podcast

Youtube.com Option
Free option to search for music/music video
Save the site as a bookmark so you can revisit
It offers limited suggestions for similar artists but music options are slowly changing to
more music video



Best podcast

Internet (Online) Radio 
Started in 1993 to provide radio broadcasts over the internet. Most Radio stations now 
provide an Internet option so you can listen on most portable devices to music from 
your favourite station.  

https://www.radio-uk.co.uk
Is a good place to look but there 
are many options

https://www.radio-uk.co.uk/


Best podcast

New Music Resources (Gnoosic)
From time to time I like to find new music and one site I have used is Gnoosic
(https://www.gnoosic.com/ ) – see description below

https://www.gnoosic.com/
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New Music Resources (Gnoosic)
Enter artist/band etc of interest. Based on your responses it’ll give suggestions.
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Managing Music Sources
• Managing music that consists of physical media, digital music files and streaming music

services can be challenging
• For physical media my preferred options is to convert to mp3 format (“ripping”)

to allow me to store those files on a variety of media e.g. stick/SD card for playing in a car

• Ripping needs hardware & software:
• Hardware – USB Turntable, Cassette or CD drive
• Software - VLC , Windows Media Player, iTunes
• Online ripping (YouTube etc) – Free Online downloading sites like  

https://youtubemp3free.com/en/
• Or App like https://4KDownload.com

https://youtubemp3free.com/en/
https://4kdownload.com/
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Managing Music Sources

Lenco L-85  £70

DIGITNOW!  £18 

Rioddas £20
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Converting media files with VLC Player
http://www.sussex.ac.uk/its/help/faq?faqid=2785

This FAQ describes how to use the VLC software to convert a media file to another format on
Windows.

1.Open VLC Player from the Start Menu
2.In the menu bar click Media > Convert / Save
3.Click the Add button and browse to the file you want to convert
4.Click the Convert / Save button
5.Under Destination click the Browse button and choose a location to save the file, and name the
file.
6.Under Profile choose Video -H.264 + MP3 (MP4)
7.Click the Start button
8.VLC should now convert the file
9.Once converted try playing the file to ensure video and audio display correctly

http://www.sussex.ac.uk/its/help/faq?faqid=2785
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If the audio is absent or garbled on the converted file try:

1.Open VLC Player from the Start Menu
2.In the menu bar click Media > Convert / Save
3.Click the Add button and browse to the file you want to convert
4.Click the Convert / Save button
5.Under Destination click the Browse button and choose a location to save the file, and name
the file.
6.Under Profile choose Video -H.264 + MP3 (MP4)
7.Click the edit profile button
8.Click the Audio Codec tab
9.Click Keep original audio track, click Save
10.Click the Start button
11.VLC should now convert the file
12.Once converted try playing the file to ensure video and audio display correctly
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VLC media player can not only convert between different video formats but it also does the same with converting
audio formats.             https://www.vlchelp.com/convert-audio-format/

Originally thought to play media only, this player has many additional functions. Converting between audio formats
is quite easy. A lot of people do not use such features mainly because they do not know that they exist or there is 
not need for them.

Well, for those who need to convert between different audio formats, they do it for reasons like compatibility issue
and size reduction. While almost all popular audio formats are supported by most devices, we sometimes need to
convert them due to various reasons. For Example: Not every device can support .ogg or .dts audio and if
you want to convert it to MP3 then VLC Media Player comes to the rescue. Sometimes, you might need to reduce
the bit rates of your MP3 while maintaining the same format. This is generally done to reduce the size of the file. 
Another great use is converting .wav files to .mp3 which preserves the audio quality while drastically reducing the
file size.

Whatever the reasons may be, it is very easy and quick to convert from one format to another or swapping bit
rates for audio with VLC Media Player. 

http://www.vlchelp.com/convert-audio-format/
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VLC Player
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VLC Player
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VLC Player
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In the next tab,switch to the Audio codec. Mark the “Audio” checkbox to activate it. You can set
different options. You can change:

•Profile Name: A required name for your new profile that you are creating.
•Codecs: MPEG Audio, MP3, MPEG 4 (AAC), A52/AC3, Vorbix, Flac, Speex, WAV and WMA 2.
•Bitrate: Enter in the bit rate value like 128 KB/s, 256 KB/s and so on. Lower bit rate value lowers the
quality as well as the filesize.
•Channels: Number of output channels. 2 for stereo.
•Sample Rate: Choose the sample rate: 8000 Hz, 11025 Hz, 22050 Hz, 44100 Hz and 48000 Hz.
Similar to bit rate, changing sample rate changes filesize. 44100 Hz (44.1 kHz) and 48000 Hz (48 kHz)
are the standard ones.
•Encapsulation Tab: From the same dialog box, choose your file format or container for your
desired file extension/type.
•After selecting the options for your new profile, you can click on create to save
this new profile. You will return to the previous step where you will find this new profile as an option
from the Profile selection dropdown.
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