The Story of Cabinet Cards
Photography, Culture, and Visual
History



What Is a
Cabinet Card?




Matter

Why Cabinet Cards




Photography Before Cabinet Cards

Daguerreotype
of Louis
Daquerre in 1844
by Jean-Baptiste
Sabatier-Blot



https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Louis_Daguerre
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Louis_Daguerre

The Albumen Print Process
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Rise of the Carte-de-Visite
Small, affordable portraits
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Studio Branding
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Negatives preserved.

Copies may be had at any time
also Enlargements from same.
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Victorian Portrait Culture
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Celebrity Cabinet
Cards

Gaby Deslys - singer and
actress
Hand coloured ¢.1910




Cabinet Cards as Collectibles

Princess Victoria 1890 Pauline Hall




Early Portrait Style (1860s)




Elaborate Studio Backdrops
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Fashion Through Cabinet Cards




Fashion Through Cabinet Cards




Children’s Portraits
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Childrens Portraits
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Ethnic & Colonial

Edition G. Spitz, Tahiti
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Writing on the Back




Writing on the Back
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Hand-Colouring




Technological
Shifts
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End of the Cabinet Card Era
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Workmen with steam engine, possibly a pump ¢.1910




A Window Into the
Victorian World
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